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Topic Exploration
 My name is Ami and I honestly have too 
many interests. When creating my mind map on 
visualizing what main topics I would focus on. 
Starting from a doodle of myself and main topics 
that string really close to what makes up part of 
me. 
 I pulled out art, nature, stories, psychology, 
asexuality, red, and folktales and myths. I pull 
back to myself later in my chart is the term 
“atheist” because even though I thought of it 
later and I knew that I wouldn’t really use it for a 
topic, it makes up a big part of me, so I wanted 
to rope that back to me directly.
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Praxiteles.  Aphrodite of Cyrene.  Ca. 340-330 BC.  (Roman copy, ca. 100 BC). 
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POTENTIAL TOPIC 1
Sexualization of Nudity vs the Beauty of Nudity
 In American culture, nudity is commonly seen as a vulgar and 
lustful topic. American culture heavily censors anything related to 
the naked body and whenever the topic of visible skin is brought 
into topic, it goes downhill fast. In Europe, there are nude beaches 
commonly found across the continent. 
 Why does America not have those? Why is it a forbidden fruit 
to understand and appreciate the human body? As artists at an art 
school, don’t we see nude bodies all the time? What are the borders 
and why do we have these borders?
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POTENTIAL TOPIC 2
The Importance of Children Shows
 There has always been a notion and a common saying that, 
“cartoons are for children.” It’s usually said in a demeaning gesture, 
which I think is a load of bull. Cartoons are in a sense equally 
underestimated and underrated like teachers, they shape the next 
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generation with morals and ideas. They are stories that children choose to 
listen to and will be what they look to when they want to hear more.
 When people watch a series, they will relate to characters in a show, 
and they will connect to the stories that they watch.
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INITIAL TOPIC
Whale Songs vs Noise Pollution
 At this time, I am doing research 
outside of the class on the topic of 
environmental effects of pollution on the 
natural world. I found interest in the topic 
of whales and how they’re effected by 
the increase of noise pollution caused by 
humans were effecting them. 
 I actually started with this topic as my 
research topic, but after a couple attempts 
of interviews with people on campus, I found 
my research to be short and not enough 
to create anything with it. So I dropped the 
subject and then looked to another topic.



13
Diving Humpback Whale by Wayne Levin
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 I changed my 
topic to red. It’s my 
absolute favorite color 
and it’s a constant in 
my life. In my room, 
I have a collection of 
sorts of things that are 
red in my room, some 
say it’s a trademark of 
mine. I noticed many 
other people’s favorite 
color tend to usually 
differ away from red. 
When I ask why, it’s 
usually a jumble of 
“umms” and “uhhh” 
then usually ends with 
“I don’t know.” I wanted 
to explore the color 
red and see what I 
can learn about my 
favorite color.
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 To start anywhere, I sat down and thought about everything that reminded 
me of the color by first breaking it into a few basic categories. There’s obviously 
far more things than what’s showed on my mind map but these were my first 
and most prominent topics that connect to red.
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Interviews

 I did a few interviews with 
some of my friends on the color. 
I found a few similarities like the 
words

BLOOD, AGGRESSION/ANGER, AND PASSION

 Then there’s a stronger 
preference for deeper colors of red 
versus bright red.
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 Some people tend to very 
sexualize or find the message of 
the color to be very sensual. A 
sense of power that really attracts 
people.

 The interviews gave me 
a good idea of where I found 
myself being led to for the 
topic, but before I could really 
move forward with a research 
question, I needed to really 
digest it visually.
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Nature
 A common theme that showed up in the 
images  were pictures of foods or floral 
things that were red. A few living creatures 
like birds and fish, but not many mammals. 
The most frequent images were of roses and 
autumn leaves, since they’re more iconic red 
symbols. Roses are the symbol of romantic 
love. Red Autumn Leaves are the symbol of 
the season of autumn.
 Colors found in nature, is where we 
gain most of our inspiration and knowledge of 
beauty.
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Love
 The most interesting of these searches were the differing 
images on the topic of love. In my images on the right, the top 
two images focus more on the positive and universal love that are 
intended to make people happy. The bottom two images are red 
hearts, the symbol of love, and dismissive and rejecting messages. 
 It’s always interesting to see red symbolize both opposites of a 
topic.
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Violence
 I didn’t find as many images on my Pinterest search of red. 
I think that it could be influenced by the fact that it is a website 
that’s mostly commonly used by female adults, whose interests don’t 
tend to be with gore or violence. That being said, I think that these 
images of red are good examples of how red is interpreted with the 
analogies of anger, fear, and death.
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Lust
 I made this subject different from “love” because I think that 
there is more of a sex drive and more of a physical reaction. I 
also know that Pinterest does censor certain pins that are too 
inappropriate for the general audience.

 There tends to be more of a mix of red and black for lust, 
which parallels with violence surprisingly. There’s some connection 
where lust is more towards the darker reds and possibly because we 
tend to have intercourse at night.
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Propaganda
 There were a few images that showed famous brands like 
Coca-cola (a.k.a. Coke) and the special edition IPhone 7 Plus with 
cooperations with the company (RED). The (RED) company is a 
licensed brand that raises funds to help eliminate HIV/AIDS in eight 
African countries. There’s also an image of Shepard Fairey’s well 
known “Make Art Not War” poster, that’s really bold and stands out 
from most posters.

 I also included an image of a red Thunderbird vehicle, because 
it also reminds me of what my professor told me when I first started 
the project, that people who drive red cars are given higher insurance 
rates because they tend to be more reckless drivers.
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 After going through my visual research, I categorized some of the 
information onto brand matrixes like the visual connotations that some of 
the visuals were associated with. With the idea of different shades of red, 
inspired by the lust and love visuals, I wanted to see if other shades were 
more correlated with one topic to the other. 

 These assumptions are made on my own findings of red images, 
thus the reason why the circles are larger in diameter. I tried to keep 
the topics more broad to arrange more emotional and subjective red 
categories. 

 Then I wanted to do a general categorization of red logo designs. 
This was also based on my general knowledge and point of view of each 
logo. I wanted to keep the topic of shade of red but correlating it with the 
“popularity” of the logo. The word popularity is a bit broad, so in more 
specific terms, the scale of general common knowledge of the company 
and the assumption of how many people actually use these companies. 

 The Pinterest logo is a bit contradictory because obviously I used it 
for my research, but generally not many people use it.
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 I then moved into note taking research, it was meant to be extremely 
broad. I looked at how we perceive color, why we perceive color, who perceives 
color one way over the other, and what the color meant in different context. 

 There was a lot of very interesting and fascinating connections on what 
the color red was correlated with. One correlation was the lack of a strong 
correlation with gender. Through a couple interviews, I found that most of the 
time red is perceived as a non gender specific color but in my Pinterest search 
for the aesthetics of red, I found it more toward feminism beliefs and the idea of 
power through feminine attributes. But living in American culture, red was always 
seen as a masculine character in most American character designs. 
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 This very vague blanket usage of red peaked my interest because it made 
sense to me why red was seen as a non gendered color because thinking back 
to ancient civilizations, the color red originated from either their own blood, fire, 
or florals. Red, is in fact, the oldest color. So something that connects everyone 
to one another is that red plays some kind of role in every culture.

Red is what connects us as humans.
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HIGHLIGHTED NOTES
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How is red perceived
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in other countries?
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CHINA
 In China the color red is most commonly 
known as the color of luck and prosperity. It’s also 
commonly known globally with the Chinese New 
Year and Lunar festivals.
 The usage of red was traced back to the 
folklore of the Nian, a man-eating beast. Nian had 
one weakness though: loud noises and the color 
red. So the Chinese people frequently created 
firecrackers, home decorations, and clothing in the 
color red to protect themselves from the Nian.
 The well known Chinese zodiac is composed 
of 12 different animals, associating with a rotating 
cycle of 12 years. In traditional Chinese folk tales, 
every 12 years of your life is a year of misfortune, 
so to prevent such bad luck, the people who 
are associated with the animal of the year, must 
wear red during the Chinese New Year, to protect 
themselves from bad luck.
 Some of the other superstitious correlations is 
the association with fire, south, summer, Mars, heart, 
and large intestines. In the Chinese elements, there’s 
five: wood, fire, earth, metal, and water. These 
five elements are then correlated with a cardinal 
direction - fire is associated with the south.

Common words 
associated: 
Good luck
Prosperity
Happiness
Courage
Loyalty
Honor
Success
Fortune
Fertility
Passion
Weddings
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JAPAN
 In Japan the color red is commonly known to 
symbolize the ultimate good and good luck. Globally, 
they’re known for their red gateways of temples, 
torii, painted in vermilion red.
 Red is commonly used in the Shinto belief. 
Many of the temples themselves involve being 
painted in red. Then there’s the different guards 
around gates - foxes and shishi lion dogs. These 
creatures can often be seen with the color red 
because red is the color, in Japanese folk belief, the 
color for expelling demons and illness. 
 All around Japan are statues called Jizo 
Bosatsu, they’re the guardians of travelers, the 
hell realm, children, and motherhood. In traditional 
japan, they were given red cap/bib, toys, red scarfs, 
or piled with stones from sorrowing parents. But 
in modern times, people will give them a red hat, 
bib, and toys as gifts of rejoicing parents whose 
children have just been cured dangerous sickness. 
In Japanese Buddhism there’s a goddess of mercy, 
Koyasu Kannon, and paired with Mizuko Kuyo 
Kannon. They represent safe childbirth, departed 
souls, miscarriage, stillbirth, or abortion. Red gifts 
are commonly from parents who pray for a child or 
pray the repose of their dead child.

Common words 
associated: 
Heroism
Purity
Fertility
Wealth
Beauty
Sacred
The Sun
Ceremonies
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INDIA
 In India the color red is often associated with 
religion and ceremonial occasions. Globally the color 
red is associated with their tilaks.
 The Indian wedding is the most strong 
correlation with red than any other color. The bride 
wears a red sari, similar to a dress, known as the 
sari of blood. Traditionally brides are also supposed 
to have their hands and feet painted with red 
henna. 
 The idea of red being the color of fertility and 
prosperity, is supposedly because the color of fertile 
clay that reaps harvests used for prayer ceremonies 
and offerings. Then along side the red ground, India 
is widely known for their red hot chilies. They can 
be grown to fields and fields of chilies, visually it’s 
like an ocean of red.
 For Hindu artists, they tend to color deities 
and their apparel to signify their quality in the 
purpose of creating an environment that keeps a 
person cheerful. Red powder will also be thrown 
on statues of deities and phallic symbols for 
supposedly blessings. 
 Also when a woman dies, her body is 
wrapped with red cloth for cremation.

Common words 
associated: 
Joy
Life
Energy
Brides
Happiness
Fertility
Purity
Blood
Spices
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RUSSIA
 In Russia the color red is commonly used 
to represent beauty. Around the globe Russia and 
Red are commonly associated with the communist 
Russian flag. I want to focus on the traditional roots 
of red in Russia.
 In intrusion, the word red “krasni” used to be 
the word to describe something beautiful, but the 
word today for beautiful is “karsivi”, the same root 
word as red. 
 The most prime example of this correlation 
of words is the Red Square, or Krasnaya ploshad, 
made in 1917 it’s the most important square 
in Moscow. A common misconception is the 
association of the Red Square being affiliated with 
the Soviet Russians. The Red Square’s name comes 
from the beauty of St. Basil’s Cathedral and the 
beauty of the square itself.
 In Orthodox Christian households there is also 
an iconic corder known as the red corder, where 
the family’s religious accouterments are kept. Then 
for Easter tradition, it is common to have red eggs 
to symbolize Christ’s resurrection.
 In Russian clothing, only women wear red 
clothing. It’s often in the usage of positive and 
beautiful connotations. Wedding used to be red until 
the marriage of Queen Catherine II’s white wedding 
dress.

Common words 
associated: 
Beautiful
Life
Blood
Protection
Love
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 Red*
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people associate red with negative connotation.
where i find the color red the most joyful?
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how can i educate the mass of the positive 
connotations other cultures have on red?
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SKETCHES
 I wanted to focus on the similarity of wedding usages of the color red 
in the Asian culture. When you look up Asian brides, they tend to be posed to 
show off the fashion and the culture, but I wanted to focus on the feelings and 
emotional content of wedding content we see in America. So the idea is to use 
American weddings and make parody posters in return.
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 I’m debating between Russian folkware and wedding dress, because the 
wedding dresses were red a very long time ago.
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